
Hello Teams, 
 
I hope each of you had a  
wonderful holiday season with 
your family and are ready to 
start the New Year on a  
positive note. There are many 
agility trails, obedience shows, 
as well as family  
activities to keep us all 
extremely busy;  
however, I hope the  
Mo-Kan Teams will be 
able to visit the many 
clients at the Delta  
facilities. Just look at the 
faces of our clients when 
we visit and you know 
how much they look 
forward to seeing us and 
our Pet Partners. 
 
Sue Manning and I have  
recently become Pet Partner 
Team Training Course  
Instructors with Delta and will 
be offering this course at no 
charge to our current Mo-Kan 
members. With this course you 
will receive a new up-to-date 
Delta Training Manual.  

New participants will be  
assessed a fee of $75 with 
which they will receive a new 
up-to-date Training Manual 
plus an evaluation of their Pet 
Partner to be held at a future 
date. This is a 12 hour, two 
day course. 

1st Pet Partner Team Training Class  

 
Delta is strongly suggesting 
each person attend before  
becoming a member of Delta. 
Sue and I plan to teach this 
quarterly.  

Our first course was January 24/25, 
2009 at Zona Rosa.  We had a nice 
turnout for our first class.  From 
our initial class, at the February 
evaluation, 5 out of the 7 successful 
teams had taken the Team Training 
Class for a 71% success rate. 
 

Our next training course will 
be March 21/22 at Antioch 
Library. We are currently 
working on scheduling space 
for a future training date. 
Please check our website 
regularly, www.mo-
kanpetpartners.org, for  
upcoming course and  
evaluation dates. 

 
 
Please give your Partner a 

hug and a pat for me while you con-
tinue to visit and bring a smile to 
our clients. You are such a special 
person to do this work and very 
much appreciated as a valued  
member of Mo-Kan. 
 
Patty Levine, President 
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Our next Evaluation is Saturday April 11 — WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!!  

Please consider helping out, particularly if you are looking to fill your 4-visit per year requirement. 

Helping at evaluations or other events are considered as valid visits for this purpose. 

Registration forms can be found on our Mo-Kan website 

Contact Joyce Maas to volunteer 816-942-6980.   

 

Pet Partner Team Training Course 

March 21 and 22  

Antioch Library, 87th and Shawnee Mission Parkway 

Go to www.mo-kanpetpartners.org for the registration form and more information.   

Thanks to the education grant, this 12 hour training course is FREE for current Mo-Kan members in 

good standing.   

"You will always be lucky 

if you know how to make 

friends with strange cats." 

- Colonial American 

Proverb 
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This column is created in honor of 
charter member, Holly May, and the 
inspiring work she has initiated with 
the R.E.A.D. program.  This program 
has helped so many children to open 
up to the world, face their fears of 
reading and succeed.  We begin this 
column with a great story from Shirley 
May May about Holly.  Do you have an 
inspirational R.E.A.D story? Please  
forward it to Laurie Barksdale.  

 

When we first started we had an autistic  

student who uttered sounds, but never any 

words. I did most of the reading and speaking 

to Holly. I felt as though just the fact that we 

had a book and we were there was sufficient. 

Then, one day to my surprise, she looked at 

Holly and said, "Holly, you sit!"   

 

We also interacted with other reluctant  

readers during the seven years at this same 

school. Holly always sensed those in need of 

attention. One of the ESL ( English as a Second 

Language) students said, "I love to read to Holly. 

She is the BESTEST dog." This little girl could not 

read a word of English at the start of the school 

year. By the close of the school year, you could 

not stop her from reading.  

Holly’s R.E.A.D. Roundup 

 

 

There will be a R.E.A.D. workshop on Saturday, 

March 15, from 1-5 p.m. at the Antioch Library, 

Shawnee Mission Parkway and Antioch.  

All past R.E.A.D. persons and those interested in 

becoming a R.E.A.D. Team are invited.  

The cost is $75. That includes the manual,  

workshop and snacks.  Veterans are gratis. 

Anyone interested please contact Shirley May 

May at  maymayluvsdals@sbcglobal.net or  

913-681-6831.  

Learning acquired in 

youth is an inscription on 

stone. 

       - Indian Proverb 

Calling All Volunteers 

There will be a Health Fair at Research Medical Center on Saturday, April l8, 2009 from l0 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the Research 

Medical Center campus.  The purpose of this event is to motivate and encourage healthy lifestyle changes.      

Mo-Kan Pet Partners has been invited to attend.  Your dog is welcome.  We usually do 2 hour shifts with 2 teams.  If you would 

like to participate, please call or contact Joyce Maas, at 8l6 942 6890 or pemcor@kc.rr.com.  for details.  

 

 

We need volunteers to run the Pet Partners booth at the Kansas City PetExpo on  

Saturday April 18, 2009, (http://www.patrihaproductions.com/PetExpo/).  Shifts are 2.5 

hours long and gives you free access to the PetExpo, where you can pick up handouts 

and freebies and see the GKCDTC Agility Trial.   

Contact Debbie Baker, dbaker@ku.edu, to volunteer. 
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A huge THANK YOU goes 

to the Service Partners      

Organization (Hearts and 

Hands Committee) of  the 

Baptist-Trinity Lutheran 

Legacy Foundation for     

giving a $5,000 grant to  

Mo-Kan Pet Partners.    

Shirley May May worked on 

most of the groundwork and 

wrote the grant proposal.  

Shirley May and Joyce Maas    

presented for our group in 

front of the Hearts and Hands     

Committee.    

This grant money will be used 

toward education for our       

volunteers.  The Mo-Kan Board 

has used part of the grant 

money toward the Pet Partner    

Training Course that is          

currently presented by Patty 

Levine and Sue Manning.  All 

current Mo-Kan members are 

encouraged to attend the    

training course and will receive 

a new Delta course manual.  The 

When evaluating and visiting, please remember to use Delta 
approved equipment for your pet partner. 
Acceptable Equipment: 
Å Buckle, snap, quick-release closures 
Å Limited slip collars (Martingales), if they do not include 
metal links 
Å Halters/head collars 
Å Leashes, no more than 6 feet in length that are all-leather 
or all-fabric 
Å Body harness 
Å Front clip harnesses such as the Freedom/Sense-
sation/Sense-ible harnesses.  
The gentle leader easy walk harness has NOT been           
approved by Delta Society as an acceptable piece of      
equipment. 

* Metal hardware, such as buckles, slip rings and D-rings is           
acceptable 
 
Unacceptable Equipment: 
Å Special training collars such as prong, electric or 
spray collars 
Å Metal collars and harnesses, including martingales 
with metal links 
Å Full slip collars of any type 
Å Leashes with any amount of metal chain 
Å Retractable leashes 
Å Leashes longer than 6 feet in length 
Å No-pull harnesses 
Å Muzzles 
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Mo- Kan Pe t  P ar t ne rs  E arns  $5,000  Gran t  

Delta  Upda teñAre you using an approved co l lar /harness? 

If you ever come across great press about one of our team members, please send the publication (original preferred) to   
Laurie Barksdale so we can let the rest of our members know what our wonderful volunteers are doing in our community 
and beyond on behalf of Mo-Kan and Delta. 

Your recorded hours help us to know how 

you are volunteering your time. This also 

helps us when writing for grants and  

proposals.  

When recording hours remember to     

include not only your time at the facilities 

but also your time at meetings,      

evaluations, special events and picnics ˿

anything that is Mo - Kan business.  

Hours are due within 10 days after 

each quarter of the year.  

Send your quarter hours to Sue Manning.  

cmanning1@kcrr.com  

Forms are found on our website  

www.mo - kanpetpartners.org  

under the Members Only section  

 

FRIENDLY REMINDERS 

costs of this training and manuals are    

covered by the grant.   

Thank you Shirley May and Joyce for 

helping Mo-Kan Pet Partners achieve 

this grant that will help us to become 

a better educated organization.   

The Hearts and Hands Committee has 

also generously given a donation to 

Mo-Kan in honor of Carmen and 

Bentley . 



Holly 

Charter member 

 

All of us who share our lives with pets 

love them dearly.  However, there is 

always that one who becomes your 

kindred spirit.  Such was Holly.  From 

the beginning, as a puppy, she didn't ask 

for anything.  Her goal was to please me.  

I had just lost my husband when I 

acquired Holly and she seemed to sense my loss and 

need.  She achieved more than I ever expected.  She 

took to therapy work as if she was destined to serve 

mankind.  She performed in Obedience, even though 

she didn't really like the ring, always placing in the top 

four out of many different dogs and breeds.  She was the 

Alpha dog at home.  She kept the others in line.  She 

went to church to the funeral of her first Hospice patient 

and jumped upon the side of the casket wagging her tail.  

She knew who was in there.  I could count on her to do 

whatever I asked.  When she would look at me with 

those beautiful eyes, my heart would be glad.  I shall 

always miss you my Girly-whirley.ñShirley May May 

 

Garvinõs Sir Bentley Maas, UD, 

RN, AX, OAJ 

1/3l/97 ð ll/20/08 

Charter Member 
 

On November 20, 2008, Bentley 

went over the Rainbow Bridge 

and joined the other former Maas 

Corgisõ playing ball and laying in 

the sunshine. During his too short 

life he earned his Utility and agility titles and did 

hundreds of therapy visits in health facilities along with 

safety programs in schools, always tolerant of patients 

and students and seemed to sense those that needed his 

visits the most. . He took great delight in singing along 

with me, òOld MacDonaldó, which always brought a 

smile to both young and old. . He was that òone in a 

million dogó that touched the lives of many in his too 

short span of life. His memory will be forever in my 

heart. God Speed Sir Bentley.ñJoyce Maas    

 

In honor of our Pet Partners that have passed, the 

board has decided to a make a yearly donation to 

Delta in memoriam.   

 
In memoriam  
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More than pets. they are our companions, our partners, our family.  

We send our heartfelt condolences to the families and friends of 

our Pet Partners that have crossed the rainbow bridge. 

 
Lucy, beloved partner to 

Vicky Gray  

Please visit this website for a 

special tribute to Lucy- 

www.hotdigitaldog.com 

 

 

Carmen  

7/10/96 to 11/10/08 - Breed champion, 

obedience utility dog ðCharter Member  
 

Carmen worked as a therapy dog for 8 

of her 12 years with hundreds of visits 

including Baptist Hospital, Mid-

America Rehab Hospital, Research 

Hospital, Bickford House, Waterford,  

Shawnee Gardens, Spofford and 

Shawnee Mission Medical Center.  Everywhere she went she 

had friends and admirers from patients, to staff, and including 

other volunteers who recognized her special qualities.  She will 

be deeply missed by her Pet Partner, Carol Wells, and her 

nephew Jonah.   

 

 

Casper, white DLH Delta Society 

Pet Partner, beloved partner to 

Sarah Grim.  

Casper has been a remarkable cat 

as he battled the odds to get 

rescued by Columbia 2nd Chance 

in 2004, was treated successfully for hyperthyroidism at the 

MU College of Vet Medicine, learned to have his high blood 

pressure measured at home by his Mom, took his blood 

pressure medicine daily without a fuss, and served as the best 

Grandpa ever to lots of CSC foster kittens.   

In 2005 he became the nation's 188th cat Pet Partner, the only 

cat so designated in the MO-KS region, and the only cat 

Partner in MO.   

He was a regular visitor to Candlelight Lodge, the Bluffs, and 

Tiger Place, all part of his Delta Society Pet Partners 

responsibilities and his work with the MU School of Nursing.  

Casper will be greatly missed at the Grim household.   

 

ñDogôs lives are too short. Their only fault, really.ò - Carlotta Monterey O'Neill 

 



Sharon Parker and Hawk at the Groves,     
Spiritual Renewal Week Camp in                 

Independence. They visit once a month.  

This photo section is in memory of charter Pet Partner, Carmen Wells. Carmen was 
always easily spotted when she volunteered.  Show your spots and send your action photos 
to Laurie Barksdale to be included in our newsletter.   
Carol Wells, Sue and Clarence Manning , Sonya Stroh and Joyce Maas at  
Porter Park manning the booth in September.  

Do you give to the United Way? Did you know you can designate the money you give to the 

United Way to our association? 

 

To assign your gift to Mo-Kan Pet Partners Association you will need to write in our group 
name on the United Way form.  Our tax ID number is 43-1928431.  

Addressð P.O. Box 7496 

  Overland Park, KS 66207 

Contact name is our TreasurerðMerrily Shultz 

Thank you to those who have designated our group for their United Way gift.  
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You’ve been Spotted! Carmenõs Corner 

United Way Donations to Mo-Kan Pet Partners 

group, taking a photo and submitting 

to the Clay County Public Health  

Center to display on our "Women's 

Heart Health Wall" at the health    

center.  

Thank you for your support and    

assistance in getting the word out 

about Heart Health.  

 Please check out 

www.clayhealth.com and 

www.americanheart.org for more 

information. 

Few people realize that heart      

disease is the #1 killer of women 

and men. The good news is that 

heart disease can largely be        

prevented.  As with men, a 

womanõs  most common heart    

attack symptom is chest pain or             

discomfort. But women are      

somewhat more likely than men to 

experience some of the other    

common symptoms, particularly 

shortness of breath, nausea /     

vomiting, and back or jaw pain. 

 

The Clay County Health Center is 

asking businesses and                   

organizations to show their support 

for Women's Heart Health       

Awareness by wearing Red as a 

February is Heart Health month 

Myriah in action at Cedars of Liberty 

Laurie Barksdale & Boomer, Linda Sauer & Lucy, 
Heddie Leger & Hero, Patty Levine & Cheri, and 
Dana Marsh & Megan  

One reason a dog can 
be such a comfort when 

you're feeling blue is 
that he doesn't try to 

find out why.   
 ~Author Unknown  

http://www.clayhealth.com


Evaluation Results  
Congratulations to all the new teams that passed the 

evaluations.  
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§ Fran Lancaster and Standard Poodle, Zoe, Renewal  

§ Dana Marsh and Schnauzer, Megan, Renewal  

§ Richard Herz and Standard  Poodle, Zoe 

§ Kathy Schlotterbeck and Golden Retriever, Sophie,  Renewal  

§ Ronda Kern and Rough Collie, Bishop,  Renewal   

§ Kim Anderson and Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever, Holly  

§ Suzi Bidwell and Newfoundland, Salty  Renewal 

§ Rhonda Brown and  Border Terrier, BJ  Renewal 

§ Sharon Furby and Sheltie, Brodie 

§ Jane McDowell and Kelpie mix, Kip 

§ Susan Bass and Beauceron, Alms 

§ Cindy Hartwell and Golden Retriver, Joel and Beauceron, Cherie 

§ Barbara DiGiovanni and English Springer Spaniel, Chyna 

§ Kim Anderson and Golden Retriever, Slugger, Renewal 

§  Margaret Wilson and mixed breed, Smokey Joe 

§ Brian Kroll and mixed breed, Moses 

§ Tracey Kroll and Australian Shepherd, Merit 

§ Candy Anderson and Standard Poodle, Jake 

§ Paul Decker and Mastiff, Boris 

§ Patty Levine and Pomeranian-Poodle mix, Amber 

 

Thank you to all the volunteers that helped to make these  

successful evaluations. 

 

 

Welcome to new Mo-Kan members 

Sharon Furby, Jane McDowell, Susan Bass, 

Cindy Hartwell, Lana Gray, Tammy Serrano, 

Tracy Brenner, Brian and Tracey Kroll,  

Candy Anderson 

Bentleyôs Beyond Limits  

This column is started in honor of charter member, Bentley Maas.  It will showcase above-and-beyond  

efforts being made by our members. If you would like to nominate a deserving member please contact Laurie 

Barksdale.  

 

When Cathy Daniels volunteered with her border terrier Pet Partner, Matilda, for an exhibition at a  

center for children who are visually impaired, they found a little girl, Lexi who was greatly comforted by 

Matilda.  The 4 year old girl is limited by quadriplegic cerebral palsy, blindness and some other  

disorders.  Lexiôs family contacted the Make-a-Wish foundation, and they wished for a trained service 

dog like Matilda to help Lexi.   

 

Students of North Kansas City High School organized a fundraiser with the Greater Kansas City Dog 

Training Club to raise money to get a puppy to fulfill Lexiôs wish.  The students sold buttons and  

T-shirts to help raise $1,200 of the $2,000 they need. 

 

Cathy stepped up to the plate and is currently training a Border Terrier puppy named Maggie Mae for 

Lexi.  She is training Maggie Mae with basic manners and to help pick up items Lexi may drop on the 

floor.   

 

Thank you Cathy for going above and beyond in granting Lexiôs wish. You can read more about Lexiôs 

wish at http://www.kansascity.com/news/neighborhood/northland/story/1003393-p2.html  



Mo-Kan Pet Partners is a non-profit organization and an 

affiliate of Delta Society, an international organization de-

signed to provide resources for teams working in animalð

assisted activities and animal assisted therapy as well as ser-

vice dog trainers. We are made up exclusively of volunteers 

and our purpose is to provide safe animal-assisted activity 

and therapy services to health and educational facilities. 

Since we are a Delta affiliate, our member teams are trained 

and evaluated using Delta Society methods and procedures 

and each team is registered with the Delta Pet Partners pro-

gram. Our animal/handler teams work in hospitals, schools, 

nursing homes, libraries and other institutions and are eager 

to use our pets in such rewarding endeavors. 

P.O. Box 7496 

Overland Park, KS 66207 

 President 

 Patty Levineð816-505-3692 

 Chamberi@att.net 
Vice President 

 Laurie Barksdaleð816-734-4630 

 yanyo@sbcglobal.net 
READ Program 

 Shirley May Mayð913-681-6831 

 Maymayluvsdals@sbcglobal.net 

Recording Secretary 

 Sue Manningð816-763-9710 

 cmanning1@kc.rr.com 
Corresponding Secretary 

 Joyce Maasð816-942-6980 

 pemcor@kc.rr.com 

Treasurer 

 Merrily Shultzð973-768-1193 

 merrily@mtswesties.com 

MO-KAN PET PARTNERS ASSOCIATION  

Weõre on the web: 

www.mo-kanpetpartners.org 

Check it out for the latest news and events! 

Mo-Kan Pet Partners is a 501(c)(3) corporation 

so all donations are tax-deductible. 

If you wish to make a donation, please make checks payable to Mo-

Kan Pet Partners and mail your donation to: 

 Merrily Shultz, Treasurer 

 15689 S. Blackfeather Street 

 Olathe, KS 66062  

Are you new to Mo-Kan? Have you re-

ceived your Congratulatory papers from 

Delta? Are you ready to get plugged in? 

 Then contact Joyce Maas and sheôll be 

more than happy to help you find a facility 

to visit that will be a good fit for you and 

your Pet Partner teammate. See above for 

Joyceôs contact information. 

If you would like to order Pet 

Partner trading cards contact Amy 

Wurst at awurst@henrywurst.com 

or  

816- 701- 0709  

 

Thank you to Paula Froog for 

organizing a wonderful donation 

from United Funds for Mo-Kan 

Pet Partners Association.   


